
Scour the Parks for Sasquatch
Attention all citizens: A Sasquatch has been spotted in our 

area. It seems that he left his home in the Pacific 
Northwest to spend his summer vacation in 

Bloomington. Being a reclusive creature, he doesn’t 
appear to be interested in shopping downtown or 
touring campus. Instead, he has been visiting local 
parks to commune with nature. How do we know? 
Parks and Recreation staff members have found his 

photo album. Inside are snapshots of the Sasquatch 
next to interesting objects from area parks. 

We need your help to track Sasquatch down so  
we can return his photos. Inside his photo album  
is a message indicating that anyone who helps  
return the lost album is entitled to a reward.  

Interested teams are encouraged to enlist in the search  
effort. Identify the parks where the photos were taken and 

search the area for clues. Hopefully something has been left 
behind that will help us find the Sasquatch. Register to join  

the search and pick up your photo packet at the Parks  
and Recreation office, 401 N. Morton St., Ste. 250.

Sa 5/6–8/30 • Code 54013-A 
$10/in-city, $11/non-city • For all ages. 

Registration is ongoing.

For more information, call Elizabeth Tompkins at 349-3759 or e-mail  
tompkine@bloomington.in.gov. Register at bloomington.in.gov/parks  or 
at the Parks and Recreation office, City Hall, 401 N. Morton St., Ste. 250.Like us on Facebook! Bloomington 

Parks and Recreation Department

Follow us on Twitter! @BlmgtParksnRec 
(search for Bloomington Parks)

Experience 

Fall–Winter 2013
Children under age 12 yrs. must be accompanied by an adult.

The Great Outdoors
Volunteer Healthy Heart

Mystery Tree Hunt
Hunt down the mystery trees of Bryan Park  
and identify them all on your own! Trees subtly  
advertise their identities with their branching,  
leaf shape, and bark texture and color, but naming  
the trees can be tricky. Participants receive a map  
of Bryan Park with marked mystery trees; if you own  
a GPS, you can receive a list of coordinates too.  
Use your map-reading skills to find the trees indicated  
on the map, and decipher the included clues to identify  
each tree. Build your tree knowledge while exploring  
one of Bloomington’s most popular parks! Register  
to participate and pick up your Mystery Tree Hunt packet at the  
Parks and Recreation office. Registration is ongoing, so you 
can join the hunt at any time.

9/3–10/31 • Code 64012-A 
$8/in-city, $10/non-city • For all ages.

Identifying Wild Edibles
Fall is a great time to discover the wild edibles around you. 
Learn how to identify some wild edibles on this short hike 

through a local forest, and sample some sassafras tea 
afterwards. Wear comfortable shoes and bring a water bottle. 
Directions to Latimer Woods are supplied upon registration.
W 9/11 • 6–7:30 p.m. • Register by 9/9 (Code 64011-A) 

$4/in-city, $5/non-city • For ages 8 yrs. and up. 
Latimer Woods, 3200 E. Buick Cadillac Blvd.

Cooking with Wild Edibles
Join local chef Sasha Divine for a cooking demonstration 
that shows you how to use local wild edibles in delicious 

recipes to fill your plate and awaken your palette.  
Enjoy tasting several creations during the class. 

W 10/2 • 6:30–8 p.m. • Register by 9/27 (Code 64005-A) 
$7/in-city, $8/non-city • For ages 8 yrs. and up. 

Banneker Community Center, 930 W. Seventh St.

Caves Among Us
Explore the cave entrances, springs, and wetland area at  

Leonard Springs Nature Park. Walk the rugged one-mile loop  
trail and participate in hands-on activities during this tour. 

Binoculars and magnifying glasses are provided for use during 
the hike. Sturdy, waterproof shoes and a water bottle are 
recommended. Parking is limited, so pre-register for this  

program and plan to arrive 10 minutes prior to start time. 
W 9/18 • 5:30–7:30 p.m. • Register by 9/17 (Code 64004-A) 

FREE • For ages 8 yrs. and up. 
Leonard Springs Nature Park, 4685 S. Leonard Springs Rd.

Enviro-MENTAL Trivia
Team up with your friends and family to test your ecological  

IQ at this pub-style trivia night. You don’t need a PhD in 
environmental studies to join the fun as the nature-themed 
questions will be drawn from a variety of sources, including 

popular culture. Prizes are awarded to first- and second- 
place teams. Registration fee is per team of up to six members.

F 9/20 • 7:30–9 p.m. • Register by 9/18 (Code 64007-A) 
$10/in-city, $12/non-city • For ages 16 yrs. and up. 

Lower Cascades Park, 2851 N. Old State Rd. 37 
Waterfall Shelter

Birds, Bottles, and Brushes  
at Butler Winery

Let the rolling hills and fruit-laden vines of Butler Winery’s 
vineyard inspire you during this relaxing evening among the 

ripening grapes. Observe and identify birds with an expert birder 
and create a basic watercolor painting with a local artist while 

you sip samples of Butler Winery wines. Binoculars and the 
materials for watercolor painting are provided. Proof of age  
is required for wine sampling. Wine by the glass is available  

for purchase. A list of suggested items to bring and directions  
to Butler Winery’s vineyard are supplied upon registration. 

F 9/20 • 6–8 p.m. • Register by 9/18 (Code 64003-A) 
$20/in-city, $22/non-city • For ages 21 yrs. and up. 
Butler Winery and Vineyard, 6200 E. Robinson Rd.

Wild Edibles ClassesWild Edibles Classes
Citizen Scientist  

Certification Program
Everyone can be a scientist! Sessions include education  

on maintaining natural areas by learning to monitor water 
quality, invasive plants, and wildlife populations. After 

completion, participants will be connected with a volunteer 
project in their desired area of focus. This program is ideal  

for those interested in a long-term commitment to our 
environment. Information on how to put your newfound 

knowledge to work through continued volunteer  
opportunities is also provided. For more information contact  

Kriste Lindberg at lindberk@bloomington.in.gov.
M 9/23–10/7 • 6–8 p.m. • Register by 9/16 (Code 64017-A) 

$25/in-city, $30/non-city • For ages 18 yrs. and up. 
City Hall, 401 N. Morton St., Parks Conference Room, #250



Hoosier Riverwatch  
Certification Workshop

This workshop teaches water quality monitoring methods  
that include physical assessment, biological sampling,  

and chemical testing. Participants will be certified to perform 
tests and contribute to a statewide water quality database. No 
previous experience with water quality monitoring is needed. 

Bring a sack lunch and a water bottle. Snacks are provided. 
Register at idem.in.gov/riverwatch.

F 10/11 • 2–8 p.m. 
For ages 16 yrs. and up. 

Twin Lakes Lodge

Water Reservoirs of  
Bloomington: Past & Present

Learn about the history of our water supply by visiting three 
former reservoirs—Twin Lakes, Leonard Springs, and Griffy 
Lake-that once supplied water for the City of Bloomington, 
and the current water supply reservoir at Lake Monroe. This 
program takes place rain or shine, so dress appropriately for 
the weather. Bring a sack lunch; drinking water is provided. 

Take-home materials are included in the registration fee.
Sa 9/21 • 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Register by 9/19 (Code 64016-A) • $26

Goose Pond Tour with the  
Sassafras Audubon Society

Bloomington Parks and Recreation and the Sassafras Audubon 
Society invite you to visit Goose Pond Fish and Wildlife Area, 
one of the Midwest’s premier birding locations, near Linton, 
Ind. Tour this fall wetland wonderland with an experienced 

guide who will help locate and identify a variety of birds that 
inhabit the area. Learn about the history of the area as it 

relates to water quality and the health of the birds. We will  
get off the bus to walk and explore at various stops. 

Transportation, binoculars, and water are provided. Bring a 
sack lunch and a water bottle. For more about Goose Pond 

Fish and Wildlife Area, visit www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3094.htm.
Sa 11/16 • 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Register by 11/14 (Code 64010-A) 
$25/in-city, $30/non-city 

This travel series includes trips to outstanding local natural areas. 
Visit these unique places with expert guides.

For ages 18 yrs. and up. 
Meet at Twin Lakes Sports Park, 2350 W. Bloomfield Rd., parking lot

Exploring Indiana’s Natural Resources—Let’s go!Exploring Indiana’s Natural Resources—Let’s go!

take a outside

Take a Child Outside Week
September 24–29

This week-long movement offers a variety of activities you 
can enjoy with a child and rediscover your own inner child.

    Walk the Watershed: Jackson Creek
Finish your day with a healthy, slow-paced walk along Jackson 
Creek. Explore the creek, venture into a butterfly garden, and 

discover how the area’s wildflowers work to help keep the 
creek clean. We make stops at three parks along the Jackson 
Creek Trail—Sherwood Oaks Park, the Goat Farm, and Olcott 

Park—for various hands-on activities. Binoculars and 
magnifying glasses are provided, and a journal, pencils, and 

crayons are available to record your adventure.
Tu 9/24 • 5:30–7:30 p.m. • Register by 9/23 (Code 64015-A) 

$4/in-city, $5/non-city • For all ages. 
Sherwood Oaks Park, 1600 E. Elliston Dr. 

Meet at shelter house.

Fossil Explorers
Hike to the stream bed of Griffy Creek to discover the fossil 

remains of creatures that inhabited this area millions of years 
ago. Bring a water bottle and sturdy shoes that can get muddy. 

Participants must be able to hike a total of one mile. 
W 9/25 • 6–7:30 p.m. • Register by 9/23 (Code 64008-A) 

$2/in-city, $3/non-city • For ages 6 yrs. and up. 
Griffy Lake Nature Preserve, 3300 N. Headley Rd. 

Meet at the boathouse.

Galileo’s Telescope
Follow in the footsteps of Galileo as you explore the solar 

system through the lens of a telescope built with your own 
hands. Discover the history of telescopes and astronomy, and 
after receiving basic instructions, assemble a lightweight and 

easy-to-use telescope from the kit provided. Cost is per kit. 
F 9/27 • 7-8 p.m. • Register by 9/16 (Code 64009-A) 
$50/in-city, $55/non-city • For ages 10 yrs. and up. 

Twin Lakes Lodge, 2350 W. Bloomfield Rd.

Project Learning Tree Workshop
Whether you’re a teacher after CEUs, a homeschool parent, 

or an educator who would like new ideas for integrating the 
natural world into any type of learning program, you will 

find Project Learning Tree (PLT) a broad source of hands-on, 
interdisciplinary activities for children in preschool through 
eighth grades. During this workshop, you’ll be introduced  

to the PLT activity guide, try for yourself some of the lessons 
and activities introduced in the PLT modules, and learn  
how to modify PLT to best fit into your own curriculum. 

Each workshop participant receives a Pre-K through  
Grade 8 PLT activity guide book. Learn more about 
Project Learning Tree at in.gov/dnr/forestry/5750.htm. 

Tu 11/5–11/12 • 5–8 p.m.  
Register by 10/30 (Code 64013-A) 

$30 • For ages 18 yrs. and up. 
Karst Farm Park, 5200 W. Airport Rd.

Astronomy with the Stars
The night sky seems far away on a cloudless autumn night, but 

you get closer to the stars than ever before when you spend the 
evening immersed in the secrets of the heavens. Learn to read 
sky charts and identify constellations, and hear the myths and 
legends that bring the constellations to life. This workshop is 

held entirely outdoors, so dress for the weather.
F 10/25 • 8–9:30 p.m. • Register by 10/23 (Code 64002-A) 

$6/in-city, $7/non-city • For all ages. 
Flatwoods Park, 9499 W. Flatwoods Rd., Gosport

Eco Ornaments
Soda cans and old magazines can do more than just take  

up space in your recycling bin. Transform these everyday objects  
into handmade ornaments, just in time for the holidays.  

All the necessary tools and materials to create two different 
ornaments are provided, along with creative guidance. 

F 12/6 • 7–8:30 p.m. • Register by 12/4 (Code 64006-A) 
$8/in-city, $10/non-city • For ages 10 yrs. and up. 

Twin Lakes Lodge, 2350 W. Bloomfield Rd.

Trail Dogs
The only thing better than a hike with a friend is a hike  

with your best friend. Bring your leashed, non-aggressive, 
spayed or neutered canine companion and join the fun on this 
dog-friendly guided hike. Before heading out on the trail, learn 
tips and techniques for making both short walks through the 

park or serious treks a howling good time. All participating  
dogs must be up-to-date on all vaccinations, display a  

current rabies vaccination tag, and be on a six foot  
or shorter leash (no retractable leashes please). 

F 10/18 • 1–2:30 p.m. • Register by 10/16 (Code 64014-A) 
Griffy Lake Nature Preserve, 3300 N. Headley Rd. 

Meet at the boathouse.
Su 10/27 • 1–2:30 p.m. • Register by 10/23 (Code 64014-B) 

B-Line Trail—Meet at City Hall, 401 N. Morton St.
$4/in-city, $5/non-city • For all ages.

Nature Tales: Colorful,  
Beautiful, Magical Leaves

Hear a story about the changes the fall season brings,  
and use real leaves to make a colorful placemat  
to take home in this program for preschoolers. 

Th 10/24 • 10:30–11 a.m. • Register by 10/22 (Code 64001-A) 
$2/in-city, $3/non-city • For ages 2–5 yrs. w/parent. 

Banneker Community Center, 930 W. Seventh St.


